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Janis Joplin's sister uses newly discovered letters to chronicle the singer's life, discussing her

restless teen years, involvement in the hippie scene at Haight-Ashbury, sexual experimentation,

drug use, career, and death. 60,000 first printing. Tour.
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When this book was first published, I read a review on it. I don't remember where I read it or by

whom it was written. The writer gave the impression that it was written by Janis' straight and nerdy

sister who just wasn't part of, and didn't understand "the scene". The writer went on to say that there

was some value in Janis' letters and that if you were a true Janis fan that you should probably read

it, but recommended other books on Janis over this one. The implication was that Laura Joplin tried

to present a Janis that was much straighter and more clean cut than she was in truth. So, having

read this review, I didn't bother to read the book, especially since I'd read so many others.Recently I

went to see the Broadway Play Love, Janis and after hearing some portions of the letters read as

part of the play, my interest in the book was sparked and I purchased it. Having done so, I think the

writer of that review owes the world, and certainly Laura Joplin an apology. This book was

beautifully written by someone who, as her sister, could give us insights that no one else ever could.

I would like to include here a quote from the book, which certainly proves to me that Laura Joplin

understood it all.She was explaining the talents that each member of Big Brother and the Holding

company brought to the group. "Janis brought her roots in blues. She knew the blues, and wanted



her audience to know them through her. If the audience sought to have all its senses aroused at a

concert, then Janis, as trance enhancer, brought total commitment to her music. Hers was not a

music born merely of the vocal cords anyway, but an ensemble piece within her physical presence

alone. She coaxed the music with urging arms and strutting steps.
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